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EDITORIAL 


A Bruised Reed— 
The Smoking Flax 


One of the Christian’s gravest responsibilities 
centers in his behavior before those new in 
the faith. A new Christian, or a seeker for the 
truth, is a bruised reed or a smoking flax. How 
do we behave before them? What do they see 
in us to encourage or discourage them? Are 
we a help or a hindrance? These all are ques- 
tions we should ask ourselves. 


First of all we should realize that a babe 


in the faith is just that. He needs to be fed, 
to be taught, to be led. How often we dis- 
courage such by expecting a maturity which 
can only come with time and growth in Christ! 


Believing that the influence of a Christian 
is far more potent than we ever dream, and also 
believing that many of us fail at times and in 
areas we little realize, we should consider and 
strive for those qualities which should char- 
acterize every mature Christian, qualities which 


will cause us to commend the Gospel which we 


profess. All of these distinctive traits of the 
Christian are described as fruits of the Spirit. 
Do we show them? 


Love is mentioned as the first of these char- 
acteristics and without it all other professions 
and activities are a discordant jangle. How 
young Christians need to feel the love of those 
older in the faith and how we need to demon- 
strate this love through kindness, consideration, 
courtesy and unselfishness! 


. Joy is the heritage of the saints for only Chris- 
tians know present security and future hope. 
Christ living in the heart should show on the 
faces and in the lives of believers and make us 
attractive to others. If there is no outward 
evidence of joy on the part of Christians this 
can prove a stumbling-stone to the babe in 
Christ. 


Peace, regardless of circumstances, should 
enable the Christian to demonstrate those inner 
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resources which come from Christ alone: peace 
in the midst of turmoil; in the midst of ad- 
versity; in the midst of sorrow — let us ask 
ourselves if new believers see such peace in us. 


We are all familiar with other characteristics 
which should be seen in the lives of Christians: 
patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness. 
self-control. Has our own growth in the Chris. 
tian life enabled us to exhibit these things to 
others as we should? 


We write this with deep conviction. All 
around us are people who need Christ and some 
who have found Him. But often they stumble 
over us; they are hindered by the very ones who 
should be an example and a blessing to them. 


Our Lord said to His disciples: “Jt 1s impos- 


sible but that offenses come: but woe unto him, 


through whom they come! .. . better . 

a mill-stone about his neck, . . . cast 
into the sea, than that he should offend one of 
these little ones.” | 


The babe in Christ is as a bruised reed, or 
as a dimly burning flax — let us all take heed 


lest we break the reed or quench the flame! 
—L.N.B. 


Did Paul Fail? 


The first great missionary was the apostle 
Paul. Much of his work was done in what is 
now modern Turkey. Souls were converted to 
Christ; churches were established. 


Subsequently the Revelation letters to the 
seven churches were directed to churches estab- 
lished in that area. 


What is the situation today? According to 
the latest statistics available there are 75 bap- 
tized Christians in all of Turkey with a known 
Christian constituency of 123. © 


Does this indicate that Paul was a failure, 
or is it not a solemn warning to men and to 
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nations? Compromise with the world, a leaving 


of one’s first love, a luke-warmness to Christ 
and his total demands on those who name His 
name, all of these call for a steadfastness and 
a faith only too few of us possess. 


Viewing the world historically and realistical- 
ly we see the gradual transferring of the world 
mission vision and dynamic largely to Northern 
Europe, the British Commonwealth and 


America. 


Has the peak of Anglo-Saxon emphasis on 
world evangelization been reached? Is it on 
the wane? Will the torch be taken up by those 
who once were the objects of missionary en- 
deavor? 


There are no fixed answers for these ques- 
tions. At the present time the maximum bur- 
den still rests on the Christians of the West. 
How we interpret the Gospel of Christ and how 
we dedicate ourselves to a faithful presentation 
of that Gospel at home and abroad will largely 
determine our own national destinies and the 
course of world events for years to come. 


Our Lord’s discourses give little comfort to 
the optimists who envision a world evolving 
toward perfection, nor do they intrmate that 
man’s sinfulness is a matter of maladjustment 
and ignorance. 


The parable of the wheat and the tares shows 
the malignant work of Satan down to the end 
of the age. 


The story of the wide and narrow gates in- 
dicates that the way to eternal life is restricted 
to those who surrender to God’s way and that 
the number is relatively small. 


The parable of the ten virgins illustrates 
man’s failure in the light of truth and the 
ultimate division of humanity. 


The parable of the dragnet tells of the ulti- 
mate separation of the saved and the lost while 
the parable of the sheep and the goats does 
the same thing. 


Paul, writing to the Thessalonian Christians, 
and speaking of Christ’s coming in judgment, 
uses these soul-searching words: “Jn flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power;” 


Here there is ground for the greatest pos- 
sible optimism regarding the power and effec- 
tiveness of the Gospel, along with the sternest 
warning against hope in anything less than that 
Gospel. 


Christian realism demands the recognition 
of certain facts. Those who would approach 
the evangelization of the world without full 
emphasis on the redemption of the individual 
are bypassing the one method of success. The 
Christian’s relationship to the world must also 
be recognized. He is in the world but not of 
the world. He has transferred his citizenship 
and his hope from something which is passing 
to something established in the heavens forever. 
But he is the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world and let him beware of losing his 
“saltness,” or letting his light grow dim. 


Theological liberalism has consistently op- 
posed the concept of a world filled with sin- 


ners rushing to destruction, their one hope being 


the Gospel of Christ. But is not this the Biblical 
position? Christ came to save sinners, not by 
some mysterious mass process but through the 
personal faith of the individual. 


All of which leads us back to the solemn fact 
that the responsibility of the Church and of 
Christians is to win men to Christ. This does 
not mean that our responsibility ends with 
conversion. ‘That is but the beginning, for 
the Christian must grow and he must live the 
faith he professes. But these things have a 
sequence, an order, which cannot be denied. 


Again let us insist that Christians should be 
optimistic because the Gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to all who believe. Let our 
optimism rest in that power and not in a plan 
or method which lacks the sanction of the 
Scriptures. 


Can there be better days ahead? Can there 
be a mighty turning to God such as the world 
to this time has never seen? There can be 
and it is possible that Pentecost may be re- 
enacted on a scale to transform this world in 
a generation. For this we should pray and to 


that end should we work. 


If the world is to be won to Christ it must 
be won by the Gospel which He came into this 
world to make possible and it must be exem- 
plified in the lives of those who follow Him. 


—L.N.B. 
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The Folded Grave-Clothes 


Each item of the record adds its support to 
the truth of the Resurrection of Christ. Ac- 
cording to the Gospel of John when Peter en- 
tered the tomb in which Jesus had been buried 
he saw the linen clothes lying and the sweat- 
band which had been about His head not lying 
with the linen bandages but folded in one 
place by itself. The twelfth verse of the final 
chapter of Luke records Peter’s visit and his 
finding only the grave clothes — not the body. 
This verse is lacking in Codex Beza and some 
other ancient witnesses and is omitted by some 
scholars. Torrey holds that it gives evidence 
of coming from an Aramaic original and that 
probably Luke translated and preserved this 
ancient record. Then in the 2Ist chapter of 
Tertullian’s Apology the testimony that the grave 
was found empty of all but the grave clothes 
of the buried one is bracketed between a ref- 
erence to “your archives” and the report which 
Pilate sent to Tiberius concerning Christ. This 
looks as though Tertullian had some imperial 
reports as well as Christian records to the same 
effect. 


What is the significance of the folded grave- 
clothes? “The Lord had left behind the grave 
clothes as a sign that He had burst asunder 
the bonds of death and was risen.” Hoskins & 
Davey. “What they indicate is this: everything 
was orderly in the tomb. The body of the Lord 
was no longer there. No disciple had been there 
to remove it, nor had any enemy visited the 
tomb in order to pillage it.” Hendrickson. The 
body had been stolen, neither by friend nor 
foe. It had been raised by God. 


The orderliness in the tomb suggests the ma- 
jesty of the Lord Whose time-table is never 
hurried. Here, as in every aspect of the Resur- 
rection, Jesus is. LORD. Did He remove the 
bandages Himself and neatly fold the sweat- 
band, majestically putting everything in its 
place? Or did He Who had friends loose the 
grave-bands and sweat-band from Lazarus (John 
11.44) permit angels to perform this ministry 
for Him? As they had rolled the stone away, 
as they guarded the place where His body had 
lain and told the women of His Resurrection, 
did they also roll the bandages and fold the 
napkin? Perhaps. As there were angels to sing 
His praise at Bethlehem, and angels to strength- 
en His weakness in Gethsemane, so were there 


. angels to attest His resurrection victory. 


“Thine is the glory, Risen conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won. 

Angels in bright raiment 
Roll the stone away, 

Keep the folded grave-clothes 
Where Thy body lay.” 

—W.C.R. 
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The God of Jacob 


“The God of Jacob is our refuge.” Psalm 
46:11. 


Jacob is an interesting character, and we 
learn some valuable lessons from studying about 
him. It is far more interesting and far more 
rewarding, however, to study “The God of 
Jacob.” I believe this to be true of all the char. 
acters in the Bible. The main purpose of the 
Word of God is to reveal God, and we discover 


- His character as we see how He deals with men. 


What do we learn about God as we study His 
relation to Jacob? 


I. The God of Jacob ts a God of “Amazing 
Grace.” 


If John Newton’s great hymn had been writ. 
ten in Jacob’s time it ought to have _ been 
his favorite hymn. Read the hymn and see 
if it does not tell the story of Jacob. 


Grace is mercy shown to the undeserving, and 
Jacob deserved none of God’s mercy. He was 
to start with one of the most unlovely and un- 
attractive characters in the Bible and even at 
the last of his life he complained. “Few and 
evil have the days of the years of my pil- 
grimage been.” 


Yet God loved Jacob. Is not this a sample of. 


| John 3:16; “God so loved the world’? It was 


not a good world that He loved, but a bad 
world. 


This is the overwhelming thought about God 
that took possession of another great sinner— 
Saul of Tarsus—and made him write so much 
about the “riches of His grace” and “the glory 
of His grace.” 


II. The God of Jacob is a God of Almighty 
Power. 


It takes power to create man; it takes the same 
sort of .power to re-create him. A radical change 
had to take place before Jacob, “the Heel- 
snatcher,” could become Israel, “a Prince with 
God.” It takes power to transform a man. 


There were two moments in Jacob’s life when 
this change seems to come, or at least, begin. 
The first was at Bethel when the lonely, home: 
sick exile saw the vision of the ladder, heard 
God’s voice and made a vow that if God would 
be with him there he would give a tenth back 
to Him. | 


This vision and vow seem to have had little 
or no effect upon his life for a long time. His 
record with Laban is the story of scheming 
Jacob rather than a princely Israel. It did most 
certainly have some effect. 


It was at Peniel when he was returning to 
face Esau, that a far greater change took place. 
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jt was here that he wrestled with the angel 
and was. blessed and his name changed. Some 
place his conversion at Bethel; some at Peniel. 
The main lesson is that it took the Almighty 
Power of God to change him. God wrought a 
miracle when he recreated Jacob. 


Ill. The God of Jacob is a God of Marvelous 
Pattence. 


It took a long time for God to finish his 
work of grace in Jacob. The Israelites “tried 
the patience” of God later on and the first 
Israelite set the example. 


God had to chasten Jacob in a variety of 
ways. “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth” 
and God loved Jacob and had to “use the whip” 
constantly. His exile from his country and his 
mother; his fearful return to face an an 
and revengeful brother; his loss of Rachel and 
his son Joseph for long years. Through it all 
God did not cease to love him and would not 
forsake him. 


IV. The God of Jacob is a God of Perseverance. 


One of the Five Points of Calvinism is the 
Final Perseverance of the Saints. Perhaps one 
might state it better by saying God's Persever- 
ance with the saints. God had said to Jacob 


-at Bethel, “for I will not leave .thee, until I 


have done that which I have spoken to thee 
of.” He that hath begun a good work in us 
will finish that work. Christ is both the Author 
and the Finisher of our faith. 


Jacob is one of God’s saints because God 
kept working with him until he made him a 
prince and a saint. It takes Grace and Power 
and Patience and Perseverance to make “kings 
and priests” out of sinners. 


The God of Jacob is our refuge. What a 
splendid Refuge He is! 


_ What would happen to us if our God were 
not a God of Grace and Power and Patience 
and Perseverance? Can we not commit our souls 
to Him? J.K.P. 


Theism 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


The philosophy of humanism, naturalism, 
logical positivism, or by whatever other name 
this viewpoint is called, has no use for God. 
Theism is said to be a worthless philosophy 
because the advantages it claims are found upon 
examination to be fraudulent. 


All the representatives of this viewpoint, 
which is in fact atheistic although they do not 
appreciate the appellation, use the same gen- 


eral type of argument. There is little reason 


for selecting one man’s expression than an- 
other’s. For purposes of definiteness, however, 
the phraseology of Professor A. J. Ayer, of the 
University of London, will be followed. 


Theism makes three claims. The first is that 
a supernatural deity is an explanation of the 
world’s existence. This claim fails, says Ayer, 
“because it is no explanation of anything mere- 
ly to say that God designed it; it would be an 
explanation only if there were some way of 
testing the deity’s intentions independently of 
the actual course of events, for in that case 
the religious hypothesis would have some pre- 
dictive power; but a hypothesis which is con- 
sistent with anything that happens, or could 
conceivably happen, is altogether vacuous.” 


In these lines Professor Ayer assumes that to 
explain is to predict. A hypothesis that does 
not predict does not explain. The law of freely 
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falling bodies explains because it predicts ex- 
actly where the body will be at the end of each 
second, and experiment confirms the _predic- 
tions. This theory of explanation, by the way, 
is rather hard on the evolutionists, for evolu- 


tion never predicts what the next emerging 


species will be. However, let this pass, for the 
main point at present is not evolution, nor 
even the meaning of explanation. 


Let us, instead, give prediction its full value. 
The laws of physics predict and their predic- 
tions can be tested by experiment. Theism, 


argues Ayer, does not predict; it is consistent - 


with any conceivable event; therefore it is a 
useless hypothesis. 


Now, the humanist must admit that if the 
law of freely falling bodies is to be verified, 
the experiment must be performed. Should a 


scientist never drop a marble, should he never 


measure the time and distance, he could not 
in honesty complain that the law was unverifi- 
able and vacuous. In the same way, before 
theism can be so rejected, it ought to be tested. 
A test, however, requires a prediction, and the- 
ism does not predict. | 


But is this so? Has Professor Ayer correctly 
represented theism? No, he has not. The theistic 
hypothesis predicts that disbelief in God is 
severely punished in the future life; and there- 
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fore necessarily predicts that there is a future 
life. This is easily tested by experiment. Pro- 
fessor Ayer should commit suicide and see what 


happens. 


_ At this point, strange to say, the logical posi- 
tivists lost their usual enthusiasm for experi- 
mentation. To save face, they must now invent 
some ad hoc limitation on verification. All 
hypotheses must be verifiable before death — 
even the hypothesis that concerns a life after 
death. But is not this limitation the equivalent 
of requiring a verification of freely falling bodies 
before they fall? | 


However the humanists may try to escape 
this uncomfortable situation, it is more than 
likely that their ad hoc limitation will apply 
to their own position as well as to theism. Al- 
though they reject the theistic hypothesis on 
the grounds stated, they accept the non-theistic 
hypothesis which labors under precisely the 
same difficulties. In their humanistic 
they have formulated, and they are guiding their 
lives by, the hypothesis that God does not punish 
and that there is no life after death. So far 
as predicting the future is concerned, both 
hypotheses are on a level. They may both be 
tested or verified by suicide, or at least by death; 
and without death neither can be. In respect of 
hypotheses and verification the theist is more 
consistent than the humanist is. 


In addition to its inconsistency a positive 
error of humanism must be noted. Professor 
Ayer has represented theism as consistent with 
anything that could conceivably happen. Such 
a view of theism may have somewhere once been 
held. In the early eighteenth century English 
deism perhaps fitted this description; but nearly 
all theism, and certainly all Christian theism 
escapes Ayer’s strictures. Not only would the 
unreality of heaven and hell (and Ayer cer- 
tainly holds that this is a conceivable state of 
affairs) disprove Christianity, but even within 
this life, within the sphere of history, definite 
predictions are made. For example, the Mes- 
sianic prophecies are not consistent with any- 
thing that could have conceivably happened. 
Then too, the prophecies of Christ’s return, even 
though they are not so definite as the law of 
freely falling bodies, are not consistent with 
anything that might conceivably happen. 


Thus the humanistic objection to theism falls 
back on those who made it, and shows that they 
apply their principles inconsistently as well as 
distort the position they oppose. 


In the second place, theism claims to give 
assurance that life is worth living. This claim 
too, the humanists say is fraudulent. Professor 
Ayer argues: even if one’s life did fit some 
design, it would not, on the theistic hypothesis, 
be a design of one’s own choosing; nor could 
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a man make God’s design his own, for man 
has no means of knowing what God’s design is; 
and furthermore, the promise of an after life 
does not aid theism, for if one does not find 
the present life worth living, there is no good 
reason to wish it prolonged. 


This second objection with its three parts 
is very easy to answer, and its weakness may 
be taken as an indication of the difficult posi- 
tivists’ experience in coming to grips with theism 
as it really is. For, clearly, the fact that the 
design of the world is not of human choosing 
does not militate against such a design. It is 
utterly unreasonable to require the design of 
the universe or of the course of history to have 
been chosen by you or me. 


Perhaps humanism here depends on an am- 
biguity. The original reference was to a design 
of the universe into which one’s life might be 
fitted; but possibly there has been a shift of 
meaning from this universal design to the de- 
sign of an individual life. If this is the ambi- 
guity on which positivism rests its case, Christian 
theism has an answer for this second meaning 
also. It is not too simple an answer; dealing, 
as this question does, with the relation of 
human choice to God’s design the Bible reveals 
great profundity; but though many people fail 
to understand, the Bible nonetheless has an 
answer. 


Christian theism teaches that all men live, 
move, and have their being in God. Of the 
Christian in particular it says that God works 
in us both to will and to do. Therefore the 
design of a Christian’s life (and in reality of 
all others too) is his own choosing and God’s 
choosing as well. Thus this part of the objection 
rests upon ambiguity and some misrepresenta- 
tion. 


The second part is entirely misrepresentation. 
Man cannot choose God’s design for himself, 
it was said, because he has no means of know- 
ing what God’s purposes are. Of course we 
admit that many of God’s purposes remain 
unknown to us. We do not know, apart from 
subsequent events, what God’s purpose was in 
the American revolution, the Russian revolu- 
tion, the invention of the airplane, or in the 
prevalence of cancer. 


At the same time God has revealed to us 
enough of His purpose for us to serve Him. 
By placing our faith in Jesus Christ, by obey- 
ng His commandments, by carrying the gos- 
pel to all mankind, we make God’s purposes 
our own. 


Only if God had given us no revelation 
would there be any force in this objection. 
Now, as was said above in this article, 
deism was a theory without revelation; and it 
may well be admitted that these objections have 
some force in that direction. But if the posi- 
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tivists wish to produce a general refutation 
of theism, they ought not to limit themselves 
to an eighteenth century form that did not 
manage to survive, but they ought to formulate 
an argument that is applicable to theism in 
its most commonly known form. This they have 
not succeeded in doing. 


There was a third part to this second objec- 
tion. The promise of an after life, said Pro- 
fessor Ayer, does not aid theism, for if one 
does not find the present life worth living, 
there is no good reason to wish it prolonged. 
Corliss Lamont also, in his book, The Illusion 
of Immortality, uses essentially the same line 
of argument. 


This argument, however, is once more fac- 
tually mistaken. Christian theism does not 
promise a mere continuation of our present 
mode of existence with all its ills and frustra- 
tions. “If this were the case, the humanist con- 
tention would be pertinent. But this is not 
the case, and the objection misses its mark. 


Once again, one wonders why these men 
set up a man of straw instead of addressing 
themselves to the Christian position as it really 
is. Perhaps they think that their readers do 
not understand Christianity and will not notice 
their misrepresentations. Perhaps they them- 
selves do not know what Christianity is. Strange 
as it may seem, this is possible; for even among 
people who attend church there are many who 
are woefully ignorant of the Bible’s contents. 
They do not all sit in the pews, either. Pro- 
fessing atheists are all the more likely to be 
ignorant of the Bible. Strange it may seem to 
Christians; but true it certainly is. 


Professor Ayer, of the University of Lon- 
don, whose phraseology has been followed, 
also offers a third argument. Theism, he says, 
and says rightly, claims to answer the question 
how a man ought to live. This claim, he con- 
tinues, theism cannot make good. 


The reason why theism is said to provide 
no basis for a moral life is that the theist has 


to rely on his own moral sense in order to 
decide what the deity wishes him to do. Im-_ 


manuel Kant, though his is quite a different 
type of philosophy, substantiates this particular 
point of view. Briefly it is that theism can- 
not be the basis of morality, for morality is 
the basis of theism. That is to say, if there is 
a God at all, knowledge of his nature is to be 
deduced from our concepts of what is right and 
wrong. God commands what is good, but we 
must first know what is good before we can 
know what God commands. | 


The answer to this objection is a forthright 
denial of its main assertion. The majority of 
people think it is easy to solve moral problems. 
They are so conditioned by their parents and 
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by society that they sometimes come to think 
that a knowledge of right and wrong is innate. 
Therefore it would seem plausible that we could 
discover what God commands by this inborn 
knowledge of moral principles. 


Now, it is to be admitted that .all men have 
an innate knowledge of the general distinction 
between right and wrong; but the fact that 
they have no such knowledge of what in par- 
ticular is right and wrong is obvious from the 
conscientious differences existing among various 
societies. A conscientious lama of Tibet will 
think a certain action right that a pigmy of 
Africa will think wrong. The Navajo Indians, 
I am told seriously believe that it is immoral 
for a young husband to see the face of his 
mother-in-law. The Greeks of antiquity thought 
there was nothing wrong in throwing unwanted 
babies to the wolves. Christians disagree. Since 
philosophers as well as other people differ on 
what in the concrete is right and wrong, this 
should suffice to show, not only that moral 
theory can provide no stable basis for theism, 
but even more disastrously that there is no sta- 
bility in an independent morality. 


Professor Ayer, to support the need of moral 
theory prior to any theism or any revelation, 
says, “A revelation that runs counter to our 
morality is not accepted as genuine.” In this 


there is some factual truth. When Christian 


missionaries preach to savage tribes, and when 
pastors preach to American congregations, the 
people often reject the message because they 
do not like the morality that goes with it. In 
both cases the people must be persuaded to 
accept both the theism and the moral standards 
it implies. This is such a change in outlook 
that we do not believe that it can result from 
mere persuasion; it requires the irresistible re- 


generating power of the Holy Spirit to change 


the moral ideas of the hearer. 


Ina society deeply influenced by Christianity, 


as in England or in America, there is a tend- 


ency, even among scholars, to suppose that 
the Christian standards of morality, or stan- 
dards somewhat resembling them, may be dis- 
covered apart from Biblical revelation. But 
consideration of the rest of the world ought to 
indicate that our standards of justice, honesty, 
and mercy never have been developed inde- 
pendently of the Hebrew-Christian Scriptures. 
It is not theism that is based on ethics; but ethics 


that is based on theism. 


Ethics is not independent. One’s ethics is 
determined by one’s general philosophy. And 
such is the ethical confusion of the world that 


Professor Ayer is badly mistaken when he says, 


“the theist has to rely on his own moral sense 
in order to decide what it is that his deity 
wishes him to do.” Not at all. He must first 
learn God’s commands in the Bible. If these 
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commands do not agree with his own moral 
sense, his morality must be changed. For it 
is the will of God alone that determines what 
is right and what is wrong. Ethics depends on 
theism; and theism makes good its claim. 


In this article three objections to theism 
have been examined; and it appears that theism 
has little to fear from them. Theism may have 
more to fear from an inadequate preaching of 
the whole gospel that leaves so many people 
in ignorance of what the Bible teaches. 


Smoking 
By Paul D. Hastings 


At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
one of our colleges for women, a request was 
presented to the Board from the Student Gov- 
ernment leaders, asking that the girls be allowed 
to smoke in designated areas, since some of 
the girls were already smoking secretly in their 
rooms and that there was danger of setting 
the building on fire. 


In discussing the request, I pointed out that 
the girls were fully aware of the rule prohibit- 
ing smoking on the campus before they came 
as it was clearly stated in the catalog. I also 
suggested that every rule in our law books 
could be done away with on the grounds that 
someone was breaking them. Also, allowing 
them to smoke wasn’t conducive to _ their 
spiritual growth and maintaining a Christian 
atmosphere on the campus. However, a majority 
of the Board voted to allow the girls to smoke 
on campus. 


One of the Board members, a young minister, 
stated during the discussion, “I am tired of 
hearing people condemning smoking as a sin 
which will send a person to Hell. Any informed 
Christian is fully aware that smoking, or not 
smoking, in no way determines where a person 
will spend eternity. That is determined en- 
tirely by a person accepting, or rejecting Christ, 
as their personal Saviour from sin.” 


However, there are certain aspects to smok- 
ing which every Christian should consider seri- 
ously, one of these is that it satisfies the lust 
of the flesh. 


Dr. Vance Havner stated, “I never waste 
amy time preaching against smoking, I simply 
tell the people that if they will just leave their 
cigarettes on the outside steps when they come 
in I will guarantee that no dogs, or hogs, will 
bother them while they are inside.” | 


My daughter informed me recently that a 
new definition for a cigarette was “a cancer 
stick with a ball of fire on one end and a sucker 
on the other end.” 
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I wonder if a minister who smokes has con- 
sidered the position he places the non-smoking 
parents in his congregation in as they, through 
their teaching and example, explain to their 
children why they shouldn’t smoke, and at the 
same time have to explain to them why their 
pastor does smoke. | 


A Dawning Miracle 


By J. Julius Scott, Jr. 


A modern miracle! Only three years ago a 
key turned in the lock. A moment’s hesitation 
and the rusty chain crashed to the ground. 
The day was hot and sultry. Before us lay 
one hundred and fourteen acres of tangled, 
hilly wilderness with only small areas carved 
out for roads, a muddy athletic field, and two 
buildings — a main building and one cabin. 


Yes, it was primitive. The going was tough, 
but Camp Westminster was opened for business. 


‘Today a visitor driving through the grounds, 
nestled in the heart of Rockdale County, Geor- 
gia, would see an entirely different picture. 


No, not all the desired facilities are available. . 


There are many years of planning, building, and 


working yet ahead, but even today we see the > 


beginnings of a miracle. The gnarled chain — 
once the only entrance — has been replaced 
by metal gates and an attractive sign. The 
main cabin, which at first was used as a dining 
hall, kitchen, administrative office, quarters for 
cooks, boys dormitory, assembly, and indoor 
play area, has been doubled in size, now used 
exclusively for the dining room and _ kitchen. 
That first poorly equipped kitchen has been 
replaced by one with adequate modern facili- 
ties. Out on the grounds a lone dormitory cabin 
has been joined by eight others, giving a total 
of five for girls and four for boys. The softball 
field is now bordered by volleyball and _ basket- 
ball courts, all covered by a lush carpet of green. 
Much of the tangled underbrush has_ been 
cleared out. Overlooking the rest of the rolling 
acres stands a stately new tabernacle with the 
seating capacity of over a thousand. Already 
plans are underway for the construction of a 
badly needed administration building and swim- 
ming pool to be constructed when funds are 
available. 


A miracle, yes. An impossible project for 
one lone church, but not impossible to the 
power of our all-sufficient God. 


Physical miracles, yes; but more than that, 
spiritual miracles. ‘The miracle of young hearts 
coming to know Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour, of young lives being dedicated to serve 
and honor Him, of young people being taught 
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that Christianity is a twenty-four hour a day, 
seven day a week proposition. Yes, at Camp 
Westminster miracles are common. 


During the past two years campers from eight 
states and most major denominations have 
streamed down the tree lined lane to thrills, 
adventure, physical and spiritual growth. About 
twenty-five per cent of them have here accepted 
jesus Christ as Saviour and King. 


The 1957 camping season holds even more 
in store for the Westminster camper. An out- 
standing staff of Christian young adults has 
been gathered from all over the United States. 
Facilities have been greatly expanded. Over a 
month before its opening, registrations for 
Junior Camp were closed because of the over- 
whelming response. The Intermediate Camp 
registrations near the capacity mark. At the time 
of this writing an energetic group of Seniors 
are engaged in a busy camping program. 


The outstanding feature which has been add- 
ed to the summer program is a Bible Confer- 
ence for family and adult groups, August 19 - 24. 


Noted speakers such as the Reverend Donald 
C. Graham of Pensacola and Dr. Floyd Hamil- 
ton of Korea and Centerville, Alabama, have 
been secured. The camp facilities for recrea- 
tion and relaxation will all be available for 


those attending this conference. Although pub-. 


licity for Camp Westminster’s first Bible Con- 
ference has only been out a very short time, 


space for those who will be spending one or 


more nights on the groups is already filling 
up. We are looking forward to a great spiritual 
least during that time. 


_ The golden rays of sunrise still play across 
the beginning of the era of miracles for Camp 


Westminster. Miracles, yes, not because of what | 


some man can do, not because of what one 
church is doing, not because of a tremendous 
camping staff, but because of the benediction 
of God Almighty on the work which He has 
ordained. 


Note: Anyone desiring further information 
about Camp Westminster, write Camp Director, 
Camp Westminster, Route 2, Conyers, Georgia. 


Mr. Scott is currently serving his third year 
as Director of Camp Westminster. 


CHRISTIAN WIDOW: 
Wants position as “House Mother” in Southern 
ool. 
Answer: 
Care of Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


JULY 10, 1957 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, 


throughout the South. 


THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


through your gift to Church Extension, you can 
also receive a safe, generous and assured income 
for life — beginning now. Your gift purchases a 
regular annuity for you and, depending on your 
age, you may receive up to 7.4% per year on your 
investment—regardless of prevailing business con- 
ditions. Payments are made semi-annually. The 
principal later goes to the spreading of Christianity 


People of all ages with 
large or small incomes 
may enjoy this plan. 
You’ll want more 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. A-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
4 Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and A. 8. 7 
 , degrees. Graduates transfer to best colleges | 
as juniors. Professor each ten students. 
. Personal attention. Scientific tests and guid- 
2." ance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. Pre- 
Jaa - paratory grades 11 and 12. Member Southern 
: Association Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Summer School, 
Leuis C. LaMotte, President 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER for Science and Math 
wanted for teaching in a Christian School. 7 
Contact Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., 2401 City Point ; 
Road, Hopewell, Virginia, CEdar 9-6765. 7 


CHURCH SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT TO ; 
THE PASTOR WANTED to run busy Church 
Office. Contact Wm. E. Hill, Jr., 2401 City 7 
Point Road, CEdar 9-6765. 


Every man needs to inspect his convictions . 
from time to time lest they degenerate into | 
prejudices. | 

Never listen to what “they say.” “They say” 
is usually a smoke screen that scandal mongers | 
use to hide gossip and lies. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 21 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Caleb, Man Of Faith And Courage 


Background Scripture: Numbers 13; 14:1-10, 24 ,30,38 ; Joshua 14:6-15, 15 13-19 ; Judges 1:14,15 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 40:27-31. 


Faith furnishes the foundation for courage. Faith manifests itself in “waiting upon the Lord.” 
In Isaiah 40:27-31, (Devotional Reading), we have a beautiful promise to those that “wait upon 
the Lord”: “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk and not faint.” We find this 
promise fulfilled in the life of Caleb. He had strength for the whole journey of life. He was full 


of faith and courage at forty; he was still strong 
and courageous at eighty-five; and all those 
weary years of walking in the wilderness, his 
faith failed not. There are times when we must 
rise above our difficulties, even as the eagle; 
there are times of emergency when we need 
to “run and not be weary”; but most of life is 
spent plodding along, walking, and not faint- 
ing. Caleb had two great moments in his life, 
one at forty, the other, when eighty-five, and 
he met both with faith and courage, but what 
about those years between? He says, I wholly 
followed the Lord. 


I would like for us to look at those two great 
moments in his life as related for us in Numbers 
1$ and 14, and in Joshua 14 and 15. 


I. Caleb: a Hero at Forty: 
Numbers 13 and 14:1-10,24,30,38. 


Caleb was chosen from the tribe of Judah 
as one of the twelve spies which were sent into 
the land of Canaan. These spies had orders 
to go through the land and see what sort of 
land it was, also the cities and the inhabitants. 
They went through the country for forty days 
and came back with a cluster of grapes and 
some of the pomegranates and figs. They all 
agreed that it was a land flowing with milk 
and honey; a most desirable land. They also 
told of the inhabitants and of the walled cities. 
There were giants there and the cities were 
strong. 


Ten of the spies, in what we might call “The 
Majority Report,” said, “We be not able to go 
up against the people; for they are stronger 
than we — and there we saw the giants — and 
we were in our sight as grasshoppers, and so 
we were in their sight.” Iwo of the spies, Caleb 
and Joshua, said, “Let us go up at once and 
possess it; for we are well able to overcome 
it.” The ten men saw the “giants”; these two 
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saw the giants, but they saw more; they saw 
God. Ten of the men left God out; these two 
put God in. “If the Lord delight in us, then 
he will bring us into this land, and give it to 
us.” . . . “And the Lord is with us: fear 
them not.” 


The congregation accepted the majority re- 
port; lifted up their voice and cried; and the 
people wept that night. They reiterate their 
old refrain; Would God that we had died in 
the land of Egypt! or would God we had died 
in this. wilderness! They even suggested mak- 
ing a captain and going back to Egypt. When 
Joshua and Caleb urged them to go up and 
possess the land and not fear because the Lord 


was with them, they bade stone them with 


stones. “And the glory of the Lord appeared 
in the tabernacle of the congregation before 
all the children of Israel.” And the Lord said 
unto Moses, How long will this people pro- 
voke (despise) me? I will smite them 
ate and make of thee a great nation. Moses 
intercedes for the people and the death sentence 
is changed to forty years of wandering in the 
wilderness until this unbelieving generation 
passes off the stage. The only exceptions made 
are the two men, Joshua and Caleb, both of 
whom were men of faith and courage. The 
comment in Hebrews is: “So we see that they 
could not enter in because of unbelief” (Heb. 
3:19). | 


Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, in writing about 
this event said, as I remember, In nine cases 
out of ten the majority is wrong. We know 
that in many instances the mafority has been 
wrong, as it was here, both in the history of 


State and Church. We are usually governed 


by the majority. What is to be done? In the 
case of the Church the only safe thing is for 
the Church to be kept pure in doctrine and 
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life, and in close fellowship with the Head, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. If we do this, then the ma- 
jority will follow where He leads. There are 


many black pages in Church History, however, 


like the days of the Inquisition and _ persecu- 
tion of Protestants when the majority used its 
power in a most inhuman way. In France and 
Spain, many of the best people were slain, or 
fled to other countries. 


Let us come to the State. We live in a 
Democracy, or more correctly, a Republic. In 
a Republic we have some devices for safeguard- 
ing the rights of the minority, but more and 
more these protecting walls are being broken 
down, and we are at the mercy of the majority, 
even when they are very wrong. As our Re- 
public, of which we are justly proud, becomes 
more and more a Democracy, where the voice 
of the peaple decides which way we go, these 
dangers will increase. Indeed the meaning of 
the word “Democracy” has been so radically 
changed that even Communists claim it. What 
can be done? The only safe way is to make 
America thoroughly Christian, not merely in 


name, but in fact. This country has become a | 


“melting pot” for all kinds of people, many 
of whom have no idea what real freedom is. 
A large per cent of our population cannot vote 
intelligently, much less as Christians. It is easy 
for shrewd politicians to fool such people. Take 
the city of New York as an example. How we 


need to pray that this city, like Nineveh, may 


repent in sackcloth and ashes! 


“He is a slave, who dares not be, in the right 
with two or three.’”’ Caleb and Joshua were but 
two, but they were not slaves to public opinion. 
Let us beware of making light of “Minority 
Reports.” Such a report, signed by two men 
of faith and courage is far better than one 
signed by ten cowards. The report of two men 
with God on their side is far better than one 
signed by ten men who leave God out. 


II. Caleb : a Hero at Eighty-five : 
Joshua 14:6-15; 15:13-19. 


The next picture we get of Caleb is forty- 
five years later. The wilderness wandering, 
with all of its experiences and lessons is over. 
The Israelites have entered into possession of 
Canaan. Under the leadership of Joshua the 
backbone of resistance has been broken. In his 
spectacular capture of Jericho and in his suc- 
cessful southern and northern campaigns he 


_ has subjugated the land for the most part, and 
is now ready to divide it among the different 


tribes. 


Caleb is one of the two men left of the gen- 
eration that was grown at the time of the send- 
ing of the twelve spies, some forty-five years 
before. God had promised Caleb and Joshua 
that they should enter the land, and had kept 
that promise. ‘They two,” these men of faith, 
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strength now 


Caleb and Joshua, are grouped together in our 


thinking: Joshua, the Commander-in-chief, and 


Caleb, the common soldier, are equally honored, 
for they both “wholly followed the Lord their 


God.” 


Caleb comes to Joshua and speaks proudly 
of what God had said concerning them. Moses 
had promised that “the land whereon thy feet 
have trod shall be thine inheritance.” He then 
refers to his own marvelous preservation. He 
was now eighty-five years old. “As yet I am as 
strong this day as I was in the day that Moses 
sent me : as my strength was then, even so is 
Now therefore give 
me this mountain . . . if so be the Lord 
will be with me, then I shall be able to drive 
them out, as the Lord said.” (Caleb had evi- 
dently never heard of our modern idea of retir- 
ing at sixty-five, or seventy). Joshua gave him 
Hebron, the mountain of giants, for his inheri- 
tance. “And Caleb drove thence the three sons 
of Anak.” As one of the survivors of the former 
generation he might have asked for an easy 
place to which he might retire for the remainder 
of his life. Instead of this, he asked for a hard 
task, one that would require strength and cour- 
age. ae 

This is a striking portrait of one of the most 
remarkable old men of the Bible. We have 
others like him, whose health and strength were 
preserved in a marked way. Moses is a striking 
example. “And Moses, the servant of the Lord, 
died there in the land of Moab .. . and 
Moses was an hundred and twenty years old 
when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated.” Such is not the lot of 
most men. God can keep us alive even when 
doctors feel that our time is limited. I knew 
a man who lived to be over ninety. When he 


was a young man he tried to take out life in- 


surance, and was refused as a “poor risk.” 
Usually a man at seventy or eighty is infirm to 
some extent. 


I, for one, would like to know something more 
of Caleb during those silent forty-five years. I 
feel sure that during the wilderness wanderings 
he was never found among those who were 
murmuring and complaining because the way 
was hard. He never, for one moment, thought 


of going back to Egypt. About all we know is 
_what he tells us in the short sentence, “I wholly 


followed the Lord.” The path of the righteous 
is as a shining light that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. “I wholly followed 
the Lord’! What a motto for life! Following 
God for forty-five years and always finding God 


_ faithful in keeping His promises. Caleb was 


just a common soldier, plodding along, full of 
faith and courage. I am sure that in the Day 
of Judgment many thousands of Calebs will be 
found who followed God all the way. May we 
take his motto as ours! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 21 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“4 Christian Youth Project In East Germany” 


Scripture: Ephesians 6:10-20 


Suggested Hymns: 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
“Stand Up For Jesus’’ 
“Who Is On The Lord’s Side?” 


Program Leader: 


In this program we are presenting another 
of the financial objectives for 1957. Christian 
young people in East Germany are seeking two 
thousand dollars to train leaders for their youth 
work and ten thousand dollars to establish youth 
centers, or meeting places. The young people 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., have taken 
as one of their goals for the year to provide two 
thousand dollars for this work, a thousand dol- 
lars for each phase of the project. Our speaker 
will give us some background information on 
the situation in East Germany, and will describe 
needs to be met and services to be rendered 
through this project. 


First Speaker: 


In the last twenty-five years East Germany 
has had a double dose of Godlessness. First 
there was the National Socialism of Hitler, which 
deified, or worshipped as god, the German race. 
During his rise to power Hitler allied himself 
with another form of organized Godlessness, that 
of Russian Communism, and together the two 
set out to conquer the world. When Hitler 
felt that Germany was strong enough to go it 
alone, he turned against his former ally, and 
invaded Russia. Russia then joined forces with 
the Christian and democratic nations to oppose 
Germany. This was surely a most unnatural 
alliance. We all know the final result: Ger- 
many was defeated, and Russia, Great Britain, 
and the United States were to share in the 
reconstruction of Germany. Great Britain and 
the United States, believing that the purpose 
of the state is to serve the people, helped West 
Germany to become reestablished as an inde- 
pendent, self-governing republic. Russia, on the 
other hand, believing that it is the purpose of 
the people to serve the state, have made a slave 
state out of East Germany. 


Second Speaker: 


Christian young people in East Germany find 
themselves in a very difficult and discouraging 
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situation. They are not actually forbidden to 
attend their churches and worship God through 
Jesus Christ, but they pay a price to do so. 
Communism has as one of its goals the destruc- 
tion of all religion. In Germany they have, for 
the most part, chosen the slow, bloodless way 
of choking out Christianity. The young people 
are taught atheistic communism, and those who 
accept it are favored by the state with honors, 
good jobs, scholarships, etc. Young people who 
reject communism and hold on to their Chris- 
tian faith are denied the advantages and honors 
offered to communists. Not only are the Chris- 
tians themselves affected, but social and economic 
pressures are brought to bear on their family 
members. It costs a great deal to be a Christian 


in East Germany. We ought to give thanks for | 


those who have the courage to stand up for the 
truth, and we ought to be more faithful in giv- 
ing them the support of our prayers. 


The communists make it very difficult for 
Christians to engage in any evangelistic or edu- 
cational work. They are not permitted to hold 
any rallies or gatherings except in church-owned 
properties. Of course, after years of war and 
oppression by both Nazis and communists, the 
church in East Germany is financially weak. 
Their work is also hampered because they are 
denied the privilege of having or using any 
printed materials for Christian teaching or evan. 
gelism. 


Third Speaker: 


The things told us by the first two speakers 
explain the need and the purpose of the financial 
objective we are considering today. Religious 
leaders from West Germany are not permitted 
to enter East Germany, but once a year some 
of the Christians from East Germany are per- 
mitted brief visits to West Germany. One pur- 
pose of our gifts is to provide training institutes 
for these East German leaders so that they can 
store away as much information and inspiration 


as possible in their heads and hearts to carry 


back to spiritually hungry people in East Ger- 
many. Remember that all the transmission of 
ideas and inspiration must be carried on with- 
out the aid of printed material. 


The other purpose of our gifts is to 2 the 
Christian young people of East Germany build 
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conference centers, or meeting places. Remem- — 


ber again, Christians are not allowed to come 
together to discuss their faith except on church- 
owned property. These conference centers will 
greatly extend the influence and usefulness of 
leaders who are privileged to receive training 
in West German leadership institutes. The East 
German Christians are determined to do what 
they can to provide these needs. Surely they 
deserve our help. 


Program Leader: 

Have a prayer of intercession and thanksgiv- 
ing for courageous East German Christians, and 
of dedication for your offering. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, July 21, Romans 8:35-39. Review the 
Great Commission as it is found in Matthew 
28:18-20. Notice the all-inclusive authority 
that was given to Christ (Matt. 28:18). Observe 
the duration of time He promised to be with 
His disciples (Matthew 28:20). Read Romans 
8:35-39, meditating on how the authority given 
to Christ and His promise of His presence 
(Matt. 28:18-20) would enable these verses to 
be true. Think of what is involved in all the 
things of this life listed in v. 35 that can afflict 
us. What does the phrase “more than” add 
to Paul’s conclusion in v.37 concerning these 
afflictions? Observe the confidence with which 
Paul expresses his conviction that no spiritual 


power (v.38) — nothing in all the universe 


(vv.38-39) —- can separate us from God’s love 
for us in Christ. Rest in this truth in the light 
of the authority and presence of Christ. 


Monday, July 22, Luke 11:1-33. In the midst 
of a very active ministry of public teaching and 
healing, one of Jesus’ major tasks was to train 
His disciples. ‘Thus when they asked to be 
taught to pray (v.1), He went to some length 
to help them (vv.1-13). Notice the simplicity 
of the model prayer He gave and yet the depth 
of meaning in each petition (vv.2-4). How is 
praise and adoration presented? Intercessory 
prayer for the Lord’s work? How do the peti- 
ons concerning the believer’s needs meet the 
basic spiritual needs of the petitioner? his basic 
physical and social needs? What lesson about 
prayer is taught in vv.5-9? What assurance in 
prayer is presented in vv.10-13? With earnest- 
ness and expectancy the thoughts of vv. 2-4 
— occupy a major portion of our prayer 
ife. 


Tuesday, July 23, Matthew 6:24-34. God cares 
for our physical as well as our spiritual needs. 
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The logic of this truth as Jesus developed it 
in vv.35-34 is easy to accept with our minds 
but difficult to live by. What reason did Jesus 
give for this difficulty (v.30)? What condition 
makes us aware of God’s promise for the sup- 
ply of our physical needs (v.33)? What is the 
main concern of the man of the world (vv.31- 


32)? The Christian must make a definite choice 


as to whether the things of Christ or his own 
physical welfare will have the pre-eminence 
(vv.24-25). If it is the things of Christ, chances 
are he is a contented person (v.25) who has 
a definite purpose in life (v.33). If it is the 
supplying of his physical needs, fear and worry 
are probably his lot (vv.25,27,31) . | 


Wednesday, July 24, John 17. This chapter 
contains the prayer Christ made in behalf of 
His disciples and His church before He went 
to the cross. It is missionary in its implications. 
Read through the chapter to see what Jesus 
mentioned concerning: (a) His own mission — 
what He had done and what He was about to 
do (vv.1-8); (b) His disciples — their rela- 
tionship to Him, to the world and to each other 
(vv.10-19); (c) the church — her relation to 
Christ and the relation of her members to each 
other (vv.20-24). Notice that the unity for 
which Jesus prayed for the church is primarily 
a spiritual unity that is centered in Christ and 
grows out of a common, living relationship with 
Him (vv.22-23). Jesus, sent by God to the 
world (v.3), taught His disciples (vv.6-8) . They 
in turn have presented the Gospel to us (v.20). 
The unity we have will serve to win the world 
(vv.21b,23b) . 


Thursday, July 25, Matthew 6:1-15. ‘The sins 


of vv.1-8 are ones that are very easy for the 


Christian to fall into when he does not live 
to please his heavenly Father (vv.4,6,8) but 
rather to impress the world (vv.2,5). How do 
such sins rob a Christian of his eternal inheri- 
tance (vv.1-2,16) ? Observe how all-knowing God 
is in observing the motives that determine our 
behavior (vv.4,6,18). Notice how it is possible 
even to pray with false motives (vv.5-7). Are 
you ever guilty of trying to impress others with 
your piety or eloquence when you pray (vv.5-7) ? 
Right motives for Christian behavior come 
as we sincerely seek the glory and kingdom of 
our heavenly Father (vv.9-10). Jesus taught 
us to put these concerns before even our own 


physical and spiritual needs (vv.9-13) . 


Friday, July 26, Psalm 23. The twenty-third 
Psalm is simple and personal in its expression, 
but profound and universal in the truths it 
presents. How does the use of personal pro- 
nouns provide an atmosphere of intimacy be- 
tween the Psalmist and God? Because the Lord 
is his shepherd (v.la), the Psalmist is utterly 
content (v.l1b). What does the fact that the 
Lord is spoken of as a shepherd presuppose 
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concerning the nature of man (see Isaiah 53: 
6a)? All the needs of the wayward human soul 


are met in the verses of the 23rd Psalm: care, | 


nourishment and restoration (vv.2-3a); guid- 
ance, strength, and sanctification (v.3); com- 
panionship, comfort and protection (vv.4-5a) ; 
joy, peace and contentment (v.5); assurance, 
hope, immortality (v.6). All of this is found 
for us in the Lord Jesus who is our Good 
Shepherd (John 10). 

Saturday, July 27, Romans 7:15; 8:2. It is 
often debated whether the words of Paul in this 
passage refer to the experience of the Christian 
or the non-Christian. Certainly the conflict Paul 
mentions in vv.15-17, 21-23 is true for many 


Christians in the warfare of the old and new 
natures. In chapter seven Paul speaks of the 
Old Testament Law. When he came to the age 
at which he understood the implications of the 
Ten Commandments, he recognized that he was 
a sinner (vv.7-12). He often desired to do right, 
but he found through the law that sin was every. 
where present in his members (vv.13-14, 20-23), 
He despaired of ever being good (vv.15-18), 
wondering if there were any deliverance (v.24). 
The answer to his need for deliverance comes 


in the power of Christ (v.25a). A person who 


is in Christ is freed from the tyranny of sin 
(8:1-3) and is enabled to walk in a new life 
(8:4; 6:5-14). | 


NEWS 


Merger of United and Northern 
Presbyterian Churches Consummated 


The United Presbyterian Church in _ its 
ninety-ninth general assembly voted, as the final 
act necessary, to consummate the union with 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. The 
approval came in the face of “substantial 
minority opposition,” according to the New York 
Times report. 


Minutes of General Assembly 


The Minutes of the General Assembly are prom- 
ised by the printers on July 15 and all copies 
will be placed in the mail promptly. This is the 
best service we have been able to secure. Special 
attention is called to the fact that there is but 
the one volume (487 pages). By order of the 
General Assembly (1956) Part II, containing the 
statistics, has been combined with Part I. The 
earlier meeting of the General Assembly made 
impossible the publication of the statistics before 
the General Assembly met. 


Every effort has been made to secure correct 
addresses. Delivery of Minutes is not guaranteed, 
only that the book will be mailed to the address 
furnished this office. Additional postage for re- 
turn and remailing must be paid by the addressee. 


Those who are to receive copies should arrange 
with postal authorities to hold third class matter 
- pias plan to be on vacation the last half of 

uly. 


Price of the Minutes to those connected with 
our Church is $2.50 per copy. Orders may be 
sent to this office. Make checks or money orders 
payable to the undersigned. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
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Gifts for Presbyterian Hospital 
in Ometepec, Mexico 


Atlanta — Enthusiastic Presbyterian laymen, 
generous doctors and hospital administrators, and 
the Gulf Oil Company, are combining to speed the 
equipping of the new Presbyterian mission hospital 
in Ometepec, Mexico. 


Dr. James Boyce, medical missionary who directs 
and is building the hospital for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Board of World Missions, an- 
nounced here that gifts from medical men in 
several cities, plus the efforts of a group of lay- 
men in the Sardis Presbyterian Church of Char- 
lotte, N. C., will result in great saving in time 
and money in equipping the new hospital. 


Among equipment already given to Dr. Boyce, 
are eleven hospital beds, enough to equip the chil- 
dren’s ward in the southwest Mexico hospital, 
which have been given by the Scottish Rite Chil- 
dren’s Hospital of Decatur, Ga. The Decatur hos- 
pital is remodeling and installing new beds, and 
was able to fill the needs of the mission hospital 
a its painted-iron beds, all in excellent con- 

ition. 


A dental chair and miscellaneous small equip- 
ment for the hospital have been given by a doctor 
in Columbus, Ga., and other equipment is being 
given by doctors in other “collection cities,” such 
as Charlotte and Atlanta. A number of physicians 
have already given medicine samples, one of the 
needed items. Other items which would be usable 
include bed linens, bandage material, chairs and 
office furniture. 


The problem of getting the equipment to Mexico 
has been solved by a group headed by R. A. Bran- 
des of the Sardis Church in Charlotte. Mr. Brandes, 
a truck-line operator, is providing the truck that 
will pick up all the donated equipment and carry it 
to Ometepec. Drivers of the truck are to be from 
the Men of the Church of Sardis Church. They 
will drive in relays, one sleeping in the truck 
while the other drives. 


All gas and oil for the trip will be provided 
by Gulf Oil Company, as the result of overtures 
made to the company by Mr. Brandes. 
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The trip to Ometepec will be made in Septem- 
ber, Dr. Boyce stated. Between the present and 
the time of the trip, it is hoped that additional 
hospital equipment can be assembled for the Char- 
lotte truck to carry. 


The Ometepec hospital, which is nearing comple- 
tion, is the only hospital of any sort in all South- 
west Mexico. It began as a clinic four years ago, 
when Dr. Boyce set up his office in a private 
home. Dr. and Mrs. Boyce, who have been on 
furlough in Dacatur, Ga., during the past year, 
will be back at their work in Ometepec sometime 
in July. 


SEOUL, Korea — Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Field 
Secretary of the Board of World Missions, Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., is in the 121st Evacuation 
Hospital near here, suffering from a heart attack. 


The attack, suffered June 16, came while Dr. 
Bradley, Dr. Wm. M. Elliott, newly elected mod- 
erator of the Church, and Dr. D. J. Cumming, 
Educational Secretary of the Board, were in Seoul 
for consultation with mission and Korean Presby- 
terian Church officials. 


Dr. Bradley was reported to be receiving oxy- 
gen, and initial estimates on his recovery stated he 
would be in the hospital “at least six wee [- a 
Paul Crane, a Presbyterian missionary on leave 
of absence for two years’ service in the Army, is 
in charge of the 121st Evacuation Hospital. He 
normally is head of the Chunju mission hospital 
for the Church. Dr. Crane is in charge of treat- 
ment for the Board official. 


The party of three from the home Church 
reached Korea on May 30, and took part in the 
annual mission meeting of the Korean Presbyterian 
mission. The chief purpose of the trip, however, 
was to permit consultations in Seoul with officials 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., Australian 
Presbyterian Church, and United Church of Canada 
missions in Korea, and with officials of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Korea. The officials of mis- 
sions and national church are seeking to work 
out a new policy for mission-church relationship. 


Drs. Bradley, Elliott and Cumming were to have 
departed Seoul on June 20 for brief visits to the 
mission stations in Japan and Taiwan before re- 
turning to the United States July 1. It is not 
known whether Dr. Elliott and Dr. Cumming will 
—— directly to the States or continue as sched- 
uled. 


Organist’s Edition of The Hymnbook 
An organist’s edition of THE HYMNBOOK 


will be available in August, 1957, it has been 
announced by the Publishing Committee for 


this hymnal which is the joint product of five © 


Presbyterian and Reformed denominations. 


Created in response to many requests from 
church organists for such a volume, the book 
will be bound in Sturdite material. It will be 
the same color as THE HYMNBOOK, with 
gold stamping on the front cover. An excep- 
tionally stiff and durable binders board will 


be used for the binding, lined with a matching 


paper. | 
Each half of the book will be spiral bound, 
with white fly leaves, and each section will be 


inserted in the covers with a pressboard flap. 
The book will open to any page. 
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Price of the organist’s edition of THE HYMN- 
BOOK will be $6.00. It will be available on 
August 5, 1957, at Presbyterian Book Stores in 
Atlanta, Dallas and Richmond. 


Outgoing Missionaries 
‘The annual Institute for Outgoing Mission- 
aries is being held at Montreat, having begun 
with opening night, Saturday, June 15, and will - 
continue to August Ist. There is a total of 36 


missionary appointees in attendance, ten single 


and 13 couples. There are also 25 children. 


Following is a list of the appointees’ names and 
their assigned fields of service: 


Miss Ann Barron, Mexico; Rev. Kenneth 
Boyer, Korea; Rev. Blake Bradley, Taiwan; 
Miss Rose Cameron, North Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. 
John Davis, Africa; Rev. and Mrs. Pierre 
DuBose, North Brazil; Dr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Farrior, Africa; Mr. and Mrs. A. John Gillies, 
North Brazil; Mrs. Ernest E. Gilmore, East 
Brazil; Miss Patricia Heilig, Korea; Dr. and Mrs. 
Bernard Jackson, Africa; Rev. and Mrs. Daniel 
P. Juengst, Africa; Rev. and Mrs. Donald Kal- 


ler, West Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. Merle I. Kelly, 


Japan; Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Marvin, Japan; Rev. 
and Mrs. Ernest H. Mellor, East Brazil; Dr. 
and Mrs. Robert D. Phillips, Korea; Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence E. Prince, Korea; Rev. Homer 
Rickabaugh, Korea; Rev. and Mrs. Frank E. 
Soules, North Brazil; Miss Helen ‘Tannehill, 
Mexico; Miss Paula West, Mexico; Miss Kath- 
erine Womeldorf, Japan. 


| Board of Christian Education Elects 


Miss Roach a Special Field Worker 


On October 1 Miss Louanna Roach will become 
a special field representative for the Board of 
Christian Education, working with presbytery and 
synod planning groups and with local churches. 


The creation of the new position by the Board 
and Miss Roach’s ee were announced by 
Rev. W. Norman k, secretary of the Board’s 
Division of Field Service. 


Miss Roach’s chief duty will be to interpret 
the Christian education program and curriculum 
materials to planning groups and to various kinds 
of institutes, especially where there are no synod 
assistants or presbytery workers. On the local 
church level she will also advise on church school 
building and equipment and conduct clinics. 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham — Mrs. Cora 
Mathes, mother of Dr. nk Alfred Mathes, pastor 
of South Highland Presbyterian Church in Bir- 
mingham, has flown to Germany to spend ren 
two years with Dr. Mathes’ twin brother, Col. 


Edward S. Mathes. 


‘Col. Mathes is stationed with the U. S. Army in 
Mannheim. 


When Mrs. Mathes left for New York, one twin 
son, Dr. Mathes, put her on the trans-Atlantic 
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plane, and 15 hours later, the other son, Col. 
Mathes, met her in Frankfort. Mrs. Mathes who 
intends to keep house for her Army son while she 
is with him, says she may stay in rope for two 
years, when Col. Mathes is scheduled to return to 
this country. . 


Montgomery—On May 5, 1957, the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church was organized in Montgomery, 
Alabama. At the time of the organization 106 

ersons had signed the petition to Presbytery. The 

v. John Calvin Chesnutt, assistant minister at 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, is in charge of this 
development and will become their minister. 


This new church is located in the southeast sec- 

tion of Montgomery in the Gay Meadows area. 

Trinity Church has secured more than five acres 

of land strategically located adjacent to the Minnie 

Compton Bear Elementary School as the church 

304 ‘imeem the church is meeting in the Bear 
ool. 


Mr. James Speed, a graduate of Columbia Semi- 
nary, is coming to Trinity as assistant minister to 
replace Mr. Chesnutt who will become the minister 
of the Westminster Church. 


The following men were elected elders and 
deacons of the Westminster Church: 


ELDERS—Judge A. M. Cates, Jr., K. M. Varner, 
Clyde S. Bear, Capt. John Milton Hyde, U.S.N. 


DEACONS—J. R. Avery, Joe Marshall, E. L. 
Webb, C. L. Ellis, W. N. James, R. W. Compton, 
B. F. Austin, E. L. Faddis, J. H. Rainer, J. M. 
Holloway, J. B. Fiveash, P. O. Hooper. 


On Sunday, May 26, 1957, Trinity Presbyterian 
Church held an Open House for its new educa- 
tional building. It is a three story structure of 
some twenty thousand square feet which contains 


forty-seven classrooms and facilities to accommo- 


date a Sunday School of 1,000 pupils. The present 
structure is joined to the sanctuary and other 
buildings by a cloister or colonnade of Ionic 


columns. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Miss Claire Randall, artist, designer 
and training specialist for the Educational Depart- 
ment of the ard of World Missions, Nashville, 
has been named Director of the Art Unit of the 
Publicity Deartment, The General Council, here. 


Miss Randall, whose resignation has been ac- 
cepted with expressions of regret, and of appreci- 
ation for her services, by the Board of World 
Missions, will begin her duties approximately Sept. 
1, after completing her schedule of summer con- 
ferences for the Nashville Board. 


Cherokee Presbytery, Synod of Georgia 


Rome — Cherokee Presbytery met in ad- 
journed session Friday, June 7th, at the Reynolds 
Miller Memorial Presbyterian Church, Rome, Ga 


The Rev. Robert Busey, pastor of the Chicka- 
mauga Presbyterian Church, moderated the 
meeting. 


The Rev. W. L. Merrin, pastor of the Bethel, 
Sardis and Walnut Grove Presbyterian Churches, 
presented his eg ga and he was honorably 
retired, effective July 1, 1957. Mr. Merrin was 
ordained in 1911, and served in several states 
before coming to Georgia in 1952. He has served 
as pastor of three rural churches in Cherokee 
Presbytery for five years. | 
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Mr. Ridley Smith, a senior at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, and a candidate of Atlanta 
Presbytery, was dismissed to Cherokee Presby- 
tery and received as a candidate. Mr. Smith served 
as student pastor of the Parkview Presbyterian 
Church, Marietta, Ga. 


Mr. Dennis Ketchem, recent graduate of Columbia 
Theological Seminary and a candidate of Cherokee 
Presbytery, was examined for ordination by Cherv- 
kee Presbytery. In the evening a service of ordi- 
nation and installation was held in the sanctuary 
of the Reynolds Miller Church by a commission 
composed of Dr. L. R. Scott, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Rome, Ga.; Dr. S. W. Dendy, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Dalton, 
Ga.; Rev. J. Clyde Pléxico, Jr., pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Cartersville, Ga., and 
Ruling Elder Hugh Montgomery, of Rome, Ga. 
Mr. Ketchem is the first full time pastor of the 
Reynolds Miller Church, which for many years 
was a chapel of the First Church, Rome, before its 
organization in February, 1955. 


The members of Presbytery were royally enter- 
tained by the church, and following the evening 
service ms House was held at the new manse 
occupied by the Rev. and Mrs. Dennis Ketchem 
and their son. 

Robert C. Pooley 


Stated Clerk 


A Resolution 


im memory of 


Elder Herbert E. King 


Adopted by the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Bristol, Tennessee-Virginia, June 11, 1957. 


Whereas, Almighty God, in His infinite Wisdom, 
on May 28, 1957, called unto Himself His Faithful 
servant, our dear friend and brother, Ruling Elder, 
Herbert E. King, we the Session of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, of Bristol, Tennessee-Virginia, 
desire to pay tribute to the life and labor of our 
departed brother. 


We thank God for his faith in the fundamental 
principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; for his 
faithful attendance at the services of the Church; 
for his keen sense of stewardship to God for time, 
talent, and material blessings allotted to him. 


As a member of the Session and as a Bible 
teacher, his counsel and guidance to the youth 
and college students of our city was a determining 
factor in the choosing of their life’s vocation. To- 
day, there are not a few ministers and missionaries 
in the service of the Master, through the spiritual 
counseling of our beloved friend. 


He was untiring in his efforts for the cause 
of church extension and Christian Education. 


He was a devoted husband, a loving father, a 
true friend, and a faithful Christian. To all of us 
he has given a heritage that should inspire us to 
render a greater service, have a stronger faith 
and devotion to the service of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour. 


A copy of this resolution was ordered spread 
upon the minutes of the Session; copies sent to 
members of the Herbert E. King family, and copies 
sent to Church papers. 


J. J. Richards, Clerk of the Session 
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Wiggins Presbyterian Church 
New Educational Building 


The new thirty-five thousand dollar building 
is adjacent to the present church building and 
connected by a breezeway. 


The exterior is red brick veneer with alumi- 
num awning windows. Striated exterior ply- 
wood under the windows breaks the monot- 
ony of the brick walls. Exposed, laminated wood 
beams on a six foot module rest upon a concrete 
on-grade slab 80 by 26 feet. 


‘The two-story building is entered at the side. 
The first floor consists of a foyer, an assembly 
room 48 by 25 feet, a fully equipped kitchen 
and a nursery. Floors are of blue asphalt tile 


throughout and ceilings of white celotex. The 


interior walls are constructed of pre-finished 
mahogany plywood paneling. The second floor 
consists of five classrooms, (one will be used as 
the Pastor’s study weekdays) a mechanical 
room, and men’s and women’s rest rooms done 


in ceramic tile. 


The entire project bai been under the direc- 
tion and supervision of the Board of Deacons. 
The building will be two-thirds air-conditioned. 
Two members air-conditioned the assembly room 
and the men of the church are providing similar 
units for the Pastor’s study and the nursery. 
The women of the church have provided ban- 
quet tables, folding chairs and have completely 
outfitted the kitchen with electric refrigerator, 
electric stove and all dinner-ware. 
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Rev. Thomas G. Kay, Pastor of the Church, 
announced that the building will be ready for 
use in a few days and will be dedicated at an 
elaborate three-day fiftieth-anniversary of the 
church July 12-14. 


Belhaven College Commencement 


_ Twenty-seven students were graduated in the 
Belhaven College spring commencement exercises 
at Jackson, Miss., and honorary doctor’s degrees 
were conferred on Dr. Robert Franklin Cooper, 
chairman of the college’s Department of Classical 
Languages, and Rev. William Alderman Linton, of 
Taejon, Korea. 


Among the students who received their diplomas 
were 22 who were awarded a bachelor of arts de- 
four graduating cum laude in recognition of 
main Hae excellence. Five bachelor of music de- 
grees were awarded, two cum laude. Honor students 
were Frankie Ruth Aldridge of Bolton, Miss. 
Edna Geraldine Rustin of Wiggins, Miss. 
stance May Wilson of Mine Miss. ; 


Ann Davis of Clinton, Miss | Hardy 
of Georgetown, Miss.; and Gloria anez Mexico 
City, Mexico. 


Dr. Cooper was the speaker for the commence- 
ment exercises. A scholar of renown, he was the 

olly S$ » Miss., whic ed with Bel- 
in 1989 to create the institution. 


A graduate of Washington and Lee University, 
Dr. Cooper received his B.A. and M.A. degrees 
from that institution. He ss the work for 
his Ph.D. at Johns Hopkins University. Belhaven 
awarded him the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Humanities. 
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Mr. Linton, who was awarded an honorary Doc- 
tor of Education degree, went to Korea as a 
missionary in 1912. Except for the war years of 
World War II, he has served in that capacity ever 
since and was chosen for the presidency of the 
first Presbyterian college in South Korea. 


He received his bachelor of science degree from 


Georgia Institute of Technology, his master of 
arts from Columbia University and his bachelor 


of divinity from Columbia Theological Seminary. 


Other speakers for the graduation exercises were 
Rev. James I. McCord, academic dean and pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology of Austin eo- 
logical Seminary, who spoke at the baccalaureate 
service, and Rev. John Reed Miller, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Jackson, who spoke 
at the vesper service. | 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — Dr. John S. Land was honored 


in June, by his congregation, upon his fortieth 
anniversary as pastor of St. Charles Avenue Church 
in New Orleans. He has been the church’s only 
pastor since it was chartered and the St. Charles 
Avenue Church has been Dr. Land’s only pastorate 
since his ordination by New Orleans Presbytery on 
June 15, 1917. 


The St. Charles Avenue Church, originally called 
the “St. Charles Avenue Branch of the First Pres- 
byterian Church,” began with 209 charter mem- 
bers. Under Dr. Land’s guidance it has grown to 
a membership of 1602 persons, having a church 
plant valued in excess of $750,000. 


Rev. Ernest Shepherd Brainard 


Rev. Ernest Shepherd Brainard, honorably re- 
tired member of Louisiana Presbytery, died in Pop- 
larville, Mississippi, May 31, 1957. Mr. Brainard 
was born in Princeton, Illinois on October 26, 1873. 
He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Southwestern Presbyterian University in 1901 and 
his Bachelor of Divinity degree from the same 
institution in 1903. He was ordained by Meridian 
Presbytery the same year of his graduation. 


Mr. Brainard served the Poplarville Presbyterian 
Church 1903-05; Leaf River Presbyterian Church, 
1906-07; Apple Creek, Missouri Presbyterian 
Church, 1907-09; Watertown, Tennessee, Presby- 
terian Church, 1909-13; Norwood, Louisiana Pres- 
byterian Church, 1913-16; Humboldt, Tennessee, 
Presbyterian Church, 1916-20; Plantersville, Ala- 
bama Presbyterian Church, 1920-24; Welsh, Louisi- 
ana Presbyterian Church, 1924-1941. After his 
retirement he served as stated supply of Palmer 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Kolin, Louisiana, 
and the Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Louisiana. 


Mr. Brainard spent the last days in Poplarville, 
Mississippi. A brief funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Edward Morren in Poplarville and the body 
\was taken to the Cripple Creek Presbyterian 
Church, Readyville, Tennessee, where Rev. Oliver 
Hamby, Dr. John R. Richardson, Rev. W. L. Smith, 
and Rev. J. B. Butler participated in the service. 


Throughout Mr. Brainard’s ministry, he was 
known for his saintly character. He was a faithful 
minister of the whole counsel of God, a devoted 
pastor, and a capable administrator. In 1932 he 
served as moderator of the Synod of Louisiana. 


Mr. Brainard is survived by his widow, Maud C. 
Youree Brainard, a daughter, Mrs. Preston L. 
Holden, III, Atlanta, Ga., and three sisters in 
Poplarville, Miss. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


The Rev. Douglas E. Charles’ address has been 


changed to Calixa Postal 113, Ituiutaba, Minas 
Gerais, Brazil. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Black Mountain—Walter K. Beaty, Jr., formerly 
of Columbia, S. C., has become superintendent of 
The Mountain Orphanage, Presbyterian institution 
at Black Mountain. Mr. Beaty began his new 
duties there the middle of June. 


He succeeds Harry E. Barkley who had served 
as superintendent of the orphanage for nearly ten 
years. 


Mr. Beaty was born in Lancaster, S. C., finished 
high school at Mt. Holly, N. C., received the B.A. 
and M.A. degrees from University of S. C., and 
has served in the U. S. Navy. His father is pastor 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church at Florence, 
S. C., and he is a nephew of Professor E. A. Beaty 
of Davidson College, and of J. D. Beaty of Raleigh, 
——— of Probation for the State of North 

ina. 


For the past four years Mr. Beaty taught at 
Hartsville, S. C. High School and at the Brookland- 
Cayce High School in Columbia. He was a deacon 
and Sunday School teacher at the Arsenal Hill 
Presbyterian Church in Columbia. 


Mrs. Beaty is a native of Batesburg, S. C. While 
in Columbia, she was employed at the Citizens and 
Southern National Bank. She was secretary of the 
Couples’ Class at the Arsenal Hill Church and was 
active in the Sunday School and Women of the 
Church work there. 


The Barkleys, who have been affiliated with 
The Mountain Orphanage since August, 1947, will 
live near Statesville, N. C. Before they left Black 
Mountain, Mr. and Mrs. Barkley, and their daugh- 
ter, Harriet, were honored at a dinner given in 
nearby Asheville, and the Barkley family was 
presented with a silver dish in appreciation of their 
service to the Orphanage and to the Church. Their 
daughter graduated from Owen -.* School this 
a, and plans to enter Erskine College in the 


Under Mr. Barkley’s leadership, no child staying 
through high school while at the orphanage, has 
left without uniting with the Black Mountain 
Presbyterian Church, on Profession of Faith. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


A community Bible has been presented to the 
City of Concord and Cabarrus County as a gift 
from the area’s United Church Women. 


Mrs. Stacy C. Farrior, wife of the Rev. Stacy 
C. Farrior, pastor of Concord’s Covenant Presby- 
terian Church and former missionaries to China, 
rd the formal presentation on behalf of the 


Similar presentations have been made in only 
two other states, according to the knowledge of 
Dr. I. S. McElroy of Richmond, Va., Presbyterian 
oo U. S. representative of the American Bible 

iety. 


The Bible has been placed in a waterproof glass 
top case on the County Court House lawn. A page 
of the Bible will be turned each day in order that 
passers-by who read it may get a new thought 
every day. 
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The volume was accepted by Mayor Zack L. 


Roberts, on behalf of the city. J. Lee White ac- 


cepted the gift for the county. The Rev. Byron 


led the participating group in prayer. 


Also taking part in the impressive ceremony was 
the Concord High School band, which marched to 
the site of the presentation while playing “Onward 
Christian Soldiers,” and during the ceremony 
played the Doxology and “All Hail the Power of 


Jesus’ Name.” 


Sunset Hills Church, Charlotte: The Rev. 
Howard Chadwick, pastor of Westminster church, 
conducted a most successful series of Evangelistic 
Services for us May 6-12. A communicants class 
was taught by the. pastor, Rev. W. F. Mitchell, 


before Easter. 


Our minister, a Chaplain with the rank of Major 
in the Army Reserve, was called to active duty 
for 15 days in May to attend the’ Amphibious 
Indoctrination Course at Little Creek, Norfolk, 
Va. A Daily Vacation Bible School with 119 en- 
rolled was held the first two weeks of June. The 
offering received was divided between the Home 
for the Aged at High Point and the Home for 
Children at Barium Springs. A Tithing Campaign 
conducted during February, March, and April re- 
sulted in our Tither’s Fellowship growing from 
40 to 75. Jack Marion Clontz, a member of our 
church and a recent graduate of Central High 
School, has been approved by the Session and 
will soon be examined by Presbytery as he seeks 
to come under its care as a candidate for the 
gospel ministrv. The pastor, Rev. W. F. Mitchell, 
has been invited to conduct a Revival Meeting in 
—— Church of Lansing, N. C., July 


Sunset Hills has been the recipient of a number 
of gifts recently. Mrs. Nora Nicol presented the 
church a 24 inch brass cross. Since her death, 
friends and associates where she worked, gave 
a matching pair of candle sticks, a large Christian 
Flag, and a matching U. S. Flag, in loving memory 
of Mrs. Nicol. Rubber matting for all the hallways 
of the Educational Building have been provided 
by a number of donors. A person who wished to 
yvemain anonymous gave material from which 18 
beautiful white, crease resistant, choir robes have 
been made. Six additional maroon choir robes 
have been added by individuals and various depart- 
ments of the church. Ten church school books have 
been presented to the church library by a Sunday 
School teacher. The pastor’s study has been com- 
pletely redecorated by the Women of the Church. 
Elder M. L. Laudenslager represented the church 


at the meeting of the Synod of N. C. at Montreat.. 


Nashville, Tenn. — Two missionary families in 
the Far East announce the birth of sons, accord- 
ing to word recently received here by the Board 
of World Missions. 


Rev. and Mrs. James A. Cogswell of our Japan 
Mission announce the arrival of a son, Daniel Her- 
bert, on May 28 in Osaka, Japan. 


Rev. and Mrs. David L. Parks of our Korea 
Mission announce the arrival of a son, James 
Coleman, in Korea on May 14. : 


Faith 
Faith is deaf to Doubt, 
Dumb to Discouragement, 
Blind to Impossibility, 
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JHE BOOK OF REVELATION. J. B. Phillips. 
MacMillan Company. $2.00. 


J. B. Phillips has given as a sequel to “Letters 
to Young Churches,” “The Gospels in Modern 
English,’”’ and “The Young Church in Action,” this 


new translation of the Apocalypse. 


In the translator’s preface, he states that he 
was tempted to omit this book altogether from 
his translational work, a course, incidentally, taken 
by Calvin in his New Testament commentary. For 
two reasons the author felt impelled to translate 
this last book of the Bible. The first, he said, was 


to complete his study of the whole New Testament. 


He found more difficulty in making this transla- 
tion than in his former works. He found it dif- 
ficult to express the inexpressible. The second 
reason for undertaking this translation, he states, 
is that a great many people have written asking 
him to do so. 


Modestly, the author acknowledges that he has 
not obtained the measure of success that he had 
hoped. He avers, “But if they will read the whole 
of this mysterious book in the English of today, 
and allow its awe-inspiring sweep and compass 
to affect them as it affected me, they may be 
surprised but I do not think they will be disap- 


pointed.”’ 


The Book of Revelation is plainly intended pri- 
marily for the Seven Churches of Asia, says Dr. 
Phillips, but since the Message of the book is 
relevant to all Christians under persecution and 
since the book treats of Divine Judgment upon the 
whole world, the author must surely have intended 
it to be circulated among all Christian communities. 


The translator points out that in this new trans- 
lation he has been impressed by certain themes 
that emerged distinctly for the modern reader’s 
profit. He notes five: 


1. The absolute sovereignty of God, and His 
ultimate purpose to destroy ail forms of evil. 


2. The inevitable judgments of God upon evil, 
and upon the worship of false gods, which include 
riches, power, and success. 


3. The necessity for patient endurance, the ulti- 
mate security being the knowledge that God is 
in control of history. 


4. The existence of reality, represented here | 


under such symbols as the New Jerusalem, apart 
and secure from the battles and tribulations of 


earthly life. promises complete spiritual security 


to those who are faithful to God and His Christ. 
5. The glimpses of worship and adoration, con- 


stantly offered to God and the Lamb, are a kind of 


pattern of man’s ultimate acknowledgement of the 
Character of God when he sees Him as He is. 


It should be pointed out that many times the 
author has engaged in paraphrase rather than 
translation, but viewed from either standpoint the 
work is characterized by freshness and the ability 
to make this ancient book live again in the mind 
of the reader. 

—J.R. R. 
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